
Inspection of Little Keys/caius House 
Afterschool
Caius House Youth Club, 2 Holman Road, London, Wandsworth SW11 3RL

Inspection date: 7 October 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happily and are greeted by the warm and friendly staff team. They 
quickly become engaged in the wide range of resources and activities in this 
stimulating and happy learning environment. Staff interact well with the children, 
and are caring and nurturing. They are enthusiastic in their approach and make 
learning fun, praising children for their achievements. Children seek comfort and 
reassurance, and enjoy regular cuddles with familiar adults. This contributes to 
children's sense of belonging, and helps them to develop their confidence and self-
esteem.

Children have a positive attitude to their learning, and spend long periods of time 
at their chosen activity. They enjoy exploring play dough as they stretch, mould 
and shape it. Staff interact purposefully as the children explore. They get down to 
the children's level, join in their play experiences and provide support when 
required. The manager and staff have high expectations for children's behaviour 
and act as good role models for them. They implement a consistent approach 
where children understand boundaries and behave well. 

Children benefit from regular physical exercise. They explore the small outdoor 
space, as well as a large sports hall where they learn to negotiate space as they 
climb on apparatus, kick balls and skilfully ride on tricycles. Parents comment 
positively about how the staff keep them informed of their child's progress, and 
give helpful support to them for their learning at home.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The ambitious and dedicated manager reviews her practice and provision 
effectively to make continuous improvements. She monitors staff well and 
identifies their strengths and weaknesses through regular supervision meetings. 
Staff say that they feel very well supported by the manager. 

n Staff know the children well and build on what they know and what they need to 
learn next. For example, children learn about the sequence of traffic lights to 
help them to think about road safety. Children enjoy building with wooden 
blocks to explore counting, size and spatial awareness. 

n The special educational needs coordinator is committed to her role. She 
regularly liaises with other professionals to ensure children receive the additional 
support that they need. The sensory room provides a calm and comforting space 
for children. Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities, and 
those in receipt of funding, make good progress. 

n Children enjoy healthy snacks, and parents provide a packed lunch for their 
children. Additionally, children have plenty of opportunities to play in the outdoor 
space. They develop good personal hygiene and are encouraged to wash their 
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hands and wipe their noses. However, staff do not make the most of 
opportunities that arise, including at snack time, to fully extend children's 
independence and self-care skills.

n Children enjoy a wide range of messy play activities. They enjoy making patterns 
and prints with foam and paint, and use chalks and pencils to explore mark 
making. This helps to support their growing sense of creativity and imagination, 
and develop their fine-motor skills in preparation for writing.

n Staff support children's early literacy skills well. For example, children learn 
about letters and the sounds they make. Staff introduce new words and 
language to help children to develop their vocabulary skills through stories and 
song. Children listen with great interest. 

n Staff carry out regular observations and assessments to identify what children 
need to learn next. However, during some group activities, staff do not routinely 
challenge children or maximise their learning to the highest level. 

n Children have good opportunities to learn about different cultures and festivals 
such as Halloween and Diwali, and through events such as Black History Month. 
The manager encourages parents to celebrate their family traditions and invites 
them to read stories to the children in their home language.

n Parents speak highly of the nursery and comment positively about the progress 
their child makes. Staff update parents daily about their child's learning and the 
activities they have enjoyed. Parents feel involved in their child's learning and 
appreciate the support they receive from the manager and staff team. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff attend regular safeguarding training and work well as a 
team to keep children safe. They confidently know how to recognise the signs and 
symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk from harm, and the procedures to 
follow if they have any concerns about a child's welfare. Staff understand wider 
safeguarding issues, such as female genital mutilation and the 'Prevent' duty. 
Robust recruitment arrangements ensure that staff are suitable to work with 
children. The premises are safe and secure, and staff are well deployed throughout 
the nursery.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to plan and recognise opportunities to further promote and develop 
children's independence and self-care skills

n continue to improve the quality of teaching during adult-led activities so that 
staff consistently provide challenging experiences to maximise children's learning 
to the highest level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY558376

Local authority Wandsworth

Inspection number 10190185

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 3

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 25

Name of registered person Caius House

Registered person unique 
reference number RP558375

Telephone number 02038186210

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Keys Nursery registered in April 2018. It is based in Battersea, in the London 
Borough of Wandsworth. The nursery provides childcare for children aged from two 
to five years. It operates from Monday to Thursday during term time only. Opening 
hours are 9am to 3.30pm. The nursery provides funding for two-, three- and four-
year-olds. The manager has a level 3 qualification. Two other staff are qualified to 
level 3, and two staff have a level 2 qualification.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Frances Oliver
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the setting and has taken this into account in their evaluation of 
the provision.

n The manager and the inspector carried out a learning walk to establish how the 
educational programme is delivered.

n The inspector spoke to the manager, staff and children at appropriate times 
during the inspection. 

n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the manager of a 
planned adult-led activity. 

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including paediatric first-aid 
qualifications and the suitability of staff working with children.

n The inspector spoke to parents and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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